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Tracing to Theory Origins of Brecht’ s Defamilarization
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(School of Literature, Zhejiang University of Media and Communications, Hangzhou 310018)

Abstract After Shklovsky puts forward the conception of Defamiliarization about 20 years,
Brecht, the German drama aesthetician, interpreted defamiliarization from the perspective of drama
comprehension. Affected by performance of Chinese Peking opera art, the Defamiliarization is a
comprehensive product of Russian formalism and German epistemological philosophy. Shklovsky
included Defamiliarization in aesthetic category so as to realize aesthetic value, and Brecht
has transferred the aesthetic category to social criticism field, making it a concept with critical

philosophical significance. Defamilarization means the perfective of subject’ s epistemology, which is a

strategy of modernity criticism.

Keywords Brecht; Chinese Peking opera art ; German epistemological philosophy ; Russian

formalism
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